ADULTS

LIVING WITH CONFIDENT EXPECTATION

WEEK 4:

GENEROSITY

BEGETS
HOPE

SERIES DESCRIPTION:
We are people of hope! As
Christians we know Jesus walks
with us through our joys and
sorrows, our times of contentment
and our times of pain. Easter is
here—and with it the new life we
findin Jesus!

BIG IDEA:
When we have hope, we can offer
it to others.

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF THE

RESURRECTION

MEETING STRUCTURE:

While each group is a little different, every group meeting time should
include a few core components. Most groups meet for about 1 72

hours. Here is a guide for how to spend your time together. For tips on a
successful online meeting, see our Online Etiquette Guide.

15 min - Catch Up and Check-In Time

Opening Prayer: Loving and Gracious God, thank you for this day. We
pray that our hearts and minds will be opened to your Spirit, that we may
grow in the love and knowledge of You and one another. In Jesus’name we
pray. Amen.

15 min - Video (provide link reference)

45 min - Discussion Guide

15 min - Closing Prayer & Group Planning

SCRIPTURE:
Read each passage of scripture taking time to answer the following questions:

1. What does this passage of scripture say about God?

2. What does this passage of scripture say about us (humanity)?

3. What does this passage of scripture say about the relationship
between God and us (humanity)?

SCRIPTURE ONE: 2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-8,10-12, NRSV

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you
must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide
you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough
of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work...

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply

and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for your great
generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the
rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but
also overflows with many thanksgivings to God.
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1TIMOTHY 6:17-18
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant
nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put
their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and
to be generous and willing to share.

*  Who s the most generous person you know? Think of a time you have
been on the receiving end of generosity and share it with your group.

* Pastor Penny introduced two terms, “Scarcity Mentality” and
"Abundance Mindset.” Think of an example of each one that you've
seenin the news recently and share it with the group.

*  When you were growing up, how would you describe your family's view
toward money? You might try sharing three short words or phrases
that describe it. What was your family's attitude toward generosity?

* How would you describe where you are today on the journey toward
generosity? What are some of your barriers to being more generous?

* Brainstorm alist of ways that generosity makes for a richer, better life.

* How does practicing generosity cultivate hope in you? In your
community? In the world?

1. Pastor Penny shared her story about the staff cleaning out the
office. Do a self-assessment: Are there things you are holding
onto out of fear of losing it?

2. Find a way to practice generosity this week with whatever
resources you have, whether that is money, time, food or
something else.



